July 2009

Dear ML Summit 2 Participants,
We are very pleased that you will be representing your organization at NYS ML Summit 2 on August 13-14.  The work of the Summit is very important, not only to the future of middle-level education in New York State but, more importantly, to the middle-level students of the State.  They deserve an exemplary middle-level experience to prepare them for success in high school and in life, and we call on you to come to the Summit prepared to commit to the work necessary to ensure that experience for all students. 
 
As you know, the most important work of Summit 2 will come out of the work sessions.  In these sessions, participants whose organizational missions and visions align with each other and with specific middle-level elements or performance indicators will be able to work together to develop a plan of action (with implementation timeline) to meet a very specific objective intended to advance the implementation of SED’s Essential Elements.  For that reason, it is crucial that, prior to the Summit, all participants:
 
         Familiarize themselves with SED’s Essential Elements of Standards Focused Middle Level Schools and Programs;
         Consider the ways in which the various Elements and performance indicators align with their own organizational mission, vision, goals;
         Consider specific ways in which each representative, representing his/her respective organizations, can commit to actions that will advance the implementation of the Essential Elements.
 
The survey link below will take you to a survey that will assist you in working through this process.  Please download and print the Essential Elements document that is attached to this email, read through the document, and then follow the link to the survey.   
 
It is important that you work through this process prior to the Summit, not only so that you will be prepared with the background understanding of the Essential Elements and the commitment to work toward their implementation, but also so that the Summit committee can plan the agenda and work groups that will make up the bulk of our time together.  By the beginning of the Summit, survey data will be compiled and disaggregated in order to make it meaningful as a tool for us to use to begin the process.
 
PLEASE NOTE:  You do not have to complete the survey in one sitting.  Regardless of how far you’ve gotten with the survey, go to the last question and complete your contact information and click “DONE.”  You will be able to go back to the survey through the same link and complete it at a later time.  
 
Please contact Linda Ruest (ruest@nysmsa.org) or Dennis Tosetto (Tosetto@nysmsa.org) with any questions you may have regarding the Summit or the survey.  
 
SURVEY LINK: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=ChiHRSILwOePAEF5SHXhdw_3d_3d
