Teacher Certification “Mandate Relief”
In the area of teacher certification, the State Education Department is considering the following proposals for possible mandate relief. These proposals would impact both general education and special education teachers. The Department plans to bring these proposals to the April meeting of the Board of Regents for possible emergency regulatory action.

1. Allow childhood education teachers (grades 1-6) to receive a supplemental certificate to teach kindergarten. By virtue of their certification as a childhood education teacher, they would be awarded a supplemental certificate and given a two year period to complete additional developmental work relating to early childhood education.

2. Allow childhood education teachers (grades 1-6) to receive a supplemental certificate to teach in grades 7 and 8 under the following conditions:

a. The superintendent of schools certifies that the teacher has appropriate academic background to teach the academic subject in grades 7 and 8;

b. The teacher completes additional pedagogical work over a two to three year period; and

c. The teacher passes the Content Specialty Test within a two to three year period.

3. A 7-12 certified teacher receives a supplemental certificate to teach grades 5 and 6 under the following conditions:

a. The teacher completes the necessary pedagogical courses within a two to three year period;

b. The superintendent of schools certifies that the teacher has the appropriate academic background to teacher for those grade levels and courses;

c. The teacher passes the appropriate Content Specialty Test in childhood education within a two to three year period.
